Normalization of left ventricular ejection fraction following resection of pheochromocytoma in a patient with dilated cardiomyopathy.
Catecholamine-induced cardiomyopathy associated with pheochromocytoma is a well-recognized but rare entity. Both hypertrophic and dilated variants have been described. We report a case of dilated cardiomyopathy associated with a benign pheochromocytoma that showed complete normalization of left ventricular systolic function following removal of the tumor. Serum noradrenaline and dopamine were significantly elevated without elevation in serum adrenaline levels. This may be the first report in which radionuclide ventriculography was used to document the time course of normalization in LVEF following removal of a pheochromocytoma.